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WHAT ARE THE SECURITY RISKS WHAT ARE THE SECURITY RISKS 
IN THE ARCTIC?IN THE ARCTIC?
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ENVIRONMENTAL STATEENVIRONMENTAL STATE --CHANGE IN THE ARCTICCHANGE IN THE ARCTIC

Snapshots of measured reductions in Arctic sea-ice coverage from 1980 to 
2007.  Data from the National Snow and Ice Data Cen ter.
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ChangesChanges

Projections of Arctic sea ice extent Projections of Arctic sea ice extent 
from multiple National Center for from multiple National Center for 
Atmospheric Research models.  From: Atmospheric Research models.  From: 
Holland, M.M. et al. 2006. Holland, M.M. et al. 2006. 



POTENTIAL ARCTIC ECONOMICSPOTENTIAL ARCTIC ECONOMICS

Stave Hargreaves / CNNmoney.comStave Hargreaves / CNNmoney.com

Patrick Toomey / Patrick Toomey / Meridian Meridian (2007)(2007)
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Data from Antarctic Treaty SystemData from Antarctic Treaty System

From: Berkman 2002

INTERNATIONAL ACCOMODATIONINTERNATIONAL ACCOMODATION



HOW ARE THE SECURITY RISKS HOW ARE THE SECURITY RISKS 
BEING RESOLVED IN THE ARCTIC?BEING RESOLVED IN THE ARCTIC?

THEYTHEY’’RE NOT!!RE NOT!!



ARCTIC COUNCILARCTIC COUNCIL

Ottawa Declaration Ottawa Declaration –– 19961996
Desiring to provide for regular intergovernmental Desiring to provide for regular intergovernmental 

consideration of and consultation on Arctic issues.consideration of and consultation on Arctic issues.

The Arctic Council should not deal with The Arctic Council should not deal with 
matters related to military security.matters related to military security.







HOW DO WE MITIGATE THE HOW DO WE MITIGATE THE 

SECURITY RISKS IN THE ARCTIC?SECURITY RISKS IN THE ARCTIC?



STEP 1:STEP 1:

RERE--DEFINE THE SITUATIONDEFINE THE SITUATION



GEOPOLITICS OF THE ARCTICGEOPOLITICS OF THE ARCTIC



UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF THE SEAUNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF THE SEA

Signed: Montego Bay, Jamaica, 10 December 1982Signed: Montego Bay, Jamaica, 10 December 1982
Entered into Force: 16 November 1994Entered into Force: 16 November 1994

Ratification, Accession or Succession: 155 NationsRatification, Accession or Succession: 155 Nations



GEOPOLITICAL STATEGEOPOLITICAL STATE --CHANGE IN THE ARCTICCHANGE IN THE ARCTIC
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Figure From: McNab et al.. Figure From: McNab et al.. 
2007. The Law of the Sea and 2007. The Law of the Sea and 
Marine Scientific Research in Marine Scientific Research in 
the Arctic Ocean. the Arctic Ocean. Meridian Meridian 
(Canadian Polar Commission).(Canadian Polar Commission).



INTERNATIONAL SECURITY PARADIGMINTERNATIONAL SECURITY PARADIGM
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STEP 2:STEP 2:

ESTABLISH COMMON INTERESTSESTABLISH COMMON INTERESTS



ANTARCTIC TREATYANTARCTIC TREATY PRECEDENTPRECEDENT



STEP 3:STEP 3:

APPLY APPROVED FRAMEWORKAPPLY APPROVED FRAMEWORK





http://lawofthesea.tierit.com

EXPLICIT SECURITY PRINCIPLES IN THE EXPLICIT SECURITY PRINCIPLES IN THE 
UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF THE SEAUNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF THE SEA




